
Sunday 4th  December 2022 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Reading 1: Romans 15: 4 - 13 

Gospel:         Matthew 3: 1 – 12 

 

Let us pause for a moment to bring ourselves and all that we offer to God 

and give Him thanks. 

 

Grace mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

And also with you.  

 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Prayer: 

Lord, direct our thoughts, and teach us to pray.   

Lift up our hearts to worship you in spirit and in truth,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Song: O Come O Come Emmanuel https://youtu.be/kKu0or0t8Uw  

Invitation to Confession: 

A voice cries out in the wilderness, 

“Make straight the way of the Lord” 

So, Let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 

 

Confession:  

Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 

we have sinned against you  

and against our neighbour, 

in what we have thought, 

in what we have said and done, 

through ignorance, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We have wounded your love 

and marred your image in us. 

We are sorry and ashamed 

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us, forgive us all that is past 

and lead us out from darkness 

to walk as children of light. 



Amen. 

 

Absolution:  

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

Blessed be the Lord 

for he has heard the voice of our prayer; 

 

Therefore shall our hearts dance for joy  

and in our song will we praise our God. 

 

Song: (click link)  Jesus is King  https://youtu.be/rAYq1wLSHi0  

 

Reading 1:  Romans 15: 4 – 13 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness 

and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 

Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell 

you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that 

he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 

God for his mercy. 

As it is written, ‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your 

name’; 

10 and again he says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; 

11 and again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him’; 

  
12 and again Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

     in him the Gentiles shall hope.’ 

  
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



 

 Gospel:      Matthew 3: 1 - 12 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 ‘Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven has come near.’ 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  ‘The voice 

of one crying out in the wilderness:  

  

 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”’ 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 

wild honey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along 

the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw 

many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance.  9 Do not      presume to say to 

yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 

children to Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

11 ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing-fork is in his 

hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

This is the gospel of the Lord.  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

Talk: (click link)  https://youtu.be/Wes0jzoIFlQ  

 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
 
The Creed  

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 



he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession. 

In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid 

we pray to Jesus. 

Come to your Church as Lord and judge. 

We pray for … 

Help us to live in the light of your coming 

and give us a longing for your kingdom. 

Maranatha: 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come to your world as King of the nations. 

We pray for … 

Before you rulers will stand in silence. 

Maranatha: 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come to the suffering as Saviour and comforter. 

We pray for … 

Break into our lives, 

where we struggle with sickness and distress, 

and set us free to serve you for ever. 

Maranatha: 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls. 

We remember … 

Give us with all the faithful departed 

a share in your victory over evil and death. 

Maranatha: 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory. 



Lift us up to meet you, 

that with [N and] all your saints and angels 

we may live and reign with you in your new creation. 

Maranatha: 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Silence is kept. 

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; 

give new courage to your people, 

who trust in your love. 

By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom 

on earth as in heaven, 

where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Merciful Father, 

Accept these prayers  

for the sake of your only son  

our saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Collect:  

Almighty God, 

purify our hearts and minds, 

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again  

as judge and saviour, we may be ready to receive him, 

who is our Lord and our God.  Amen 

 

Silence is kept. 
 

Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name 

Your kingdom come 

Your will be done  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread 

and forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil 

For the kingdom the power and the glory  

are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 
Song: (click link)  Days of Elijah https://youtu.be/ca9LnzJnpjQ  
 

 



Blessing:  

Christ the sun of righteousness, shine upon you, 

Scatter the darkness from before your path,  

and make you ready to meet Him  

when He comes in glory………….. 

 

……and the blessing of God almighty;  

Father Son and Holy Spirit,  

be with us, and remain with us  

and all those whom we love,  

now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

Song: (click link)  

 

Post something on the Facebook page to bless others. 


