
Sunday 31st January 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 

 

Reading 1:  Deuteronomy 18: 15 - 20 

Gospel:          Mark 1: 21 - 28 

 

Grace, mercy and peace  

from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ  

be with us all.  

 

This is the day that the Lord has made; 

Let us be glad in it. 

 

Psalm: 111 

1 Praise the LORD! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
    in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
2 Great are the works of the LORD, 
    studied by all who delight in them. 
3 Full of honour and majesty is his work, 
    and his righteousness endures for ever. 
4 He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds; 
    the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
5 He provides food for those who fear him; 
    he is ever mindful of his covenant. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 
    in giving them the heritage of the nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
    all his precepts are trustworthy. 
8 They are established for ever and ever, 
    to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 He sent redemption to his people; 
    he has commanded his covenant for ever. 
    Holy and awesome is his name. 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
    all those who practise it have a good understanding. 
    His praise endures for ever. 

  

Song: (click link) It Is Well with My Soul https://youtu.be/zY5o9mP22V0 

 

Invitation to Confession  

In the presence of the God and Father of us all,  

we meet together to give thanks for the spiritual unity which is already ours as members of the 
body of Christ. Let us acknowledge our sin, that this unity may, by God’s grace, become a visible 
unity, so that His Church in every place may demonstrate the healing power of the gospel, and be 
an instrument of His peace in the life of the world. 



Confession:  

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

and against one another, 

in thought, and word, and deed. 

We are truly sorry for our pride, 

and for our lack of faith, of understanding and of love. 

We repent of our narrow-mindedness, 

of our bitterness and our prejudices. 

Pardon and forgive us, 

save us and renew us, 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

Absolution:  

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon us, 

pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 

confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 

and keep us in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Amen. 

 

Reading1:  Deuteronomy 18: 15 – 20 

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you 

shall heed such a prophet. 16 This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the 

day of the assembly when you said: ‘If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever 

again see this great fire, I will die.’ 17 Then the LORD replied to me: ‘They are right in what they 

have said. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my 

words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19 Anyone 

who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold 

accountable. 20 But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak 

in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.’  

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

  

Gospel: Mark 1: 21 – 28 

21 They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and 

taught. 22 They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and 

not as the scribes. 23 Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24 and 

he cried out, ‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 

know who you are, the Holy One of God.’ 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come 

out of him!’ 26 And the unclean spirit, throwing him into convulsions and crying with a loud voice, 

came out of him. 27 They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, ‘What is this? A 



new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.’ 28 At 

once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

 

Talk:  (click link) https://youtu.be/RSbfVQV4_Mg 

 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

The Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession:  

(Please add in names and circumstances known to you in the appropriate place) 

Jesus calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
Washed clean by the waters of baptism, 
let us pray that we may live the life to which he has called us. 
 
Lord Jesus, eternal Word, 
proclaimed as the Christ by John the forerunner, 
hear us as we pray for all who proclaim your word …….. 
Lord of truth, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Lord Jesus, baptizing with the Spirit and with fire, 
strengthen us to withstand all the trials of our faith …….. 
Lord of truth, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Lord Jesus, bringing forgiveness to all who repent, 
teach your Church dependence on your grace ……. 
Lord of truth, 
hear our prayer. 



 
Lord Jesus, fulfilment of the promises of old, 
give hope to all who suffer or are ignored …… 
Lord of truth, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Lord Jesus, beloved Son of the Father, 
anoint us with the gifts of your Holy Spirit ……. 
Lord of truth, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Lord Jesus, bringer of hope, 
share with all the faithful the riches of eternal life …… 
Lord of truth, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
in you the Father makes us and all things new. 
Transform the poverty of our nature 
by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory. 
Amen 
 
 
Collect:  

God our creator, who in the beginning commanded the light to shine out of darkness:  
we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ may dispel the darkness of ignorance and 
unbelief, shine into the hearts of all your people, and reveal the knowledge of your glory in the face 
of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and forever. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name 

Your kingdom come 

Your will be done  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread 

and forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil 

For the kingdom the power and the glory  

are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Usually, at this point in the service, we take up our offering;  

let us pause for a moment to bring ourselves and all that we offer to God 

and give Him thanks. 

 
Song: (click link) Hope Has A Name https://youtu.be/DohShCMjvXI 

 



 Blessing:  

The Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,  

teach us to walk in His way more trustfully,  

to accept His truth more faithfully,  

and to share His life more lovingly;  

that by the power of the Holy Spirit  

we may come as one family to the Kingdom of the Father………. 

 

……and the blessing of God almighty 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

be with us, and all those whom we love, 

this day and always.   Amen 

 

As we come to the end of this service we can fellowship with each other in Spirit, with tea, coffee 

and biscuits, and continuing to pray for each other. 

Post something on the Facebook page to bless others. 


