
Sunday 21st March 2021 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

Reading 1: Jeremiah 31: 31 - 34 

Gospel:         John 12: 20 - 33 

Prayer.  

Grace, mercy and peace  

from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ  

be with us. Amen. 

 

Psalm: 51: 1 – 13 

Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
    and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 
    and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are justified in your sentence 
    and blameless when you pass judgement. 
5 Indeed, I was born guilty, 
    a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

6 You desire truth in the inward being;  
    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 
    and blot out all my iniquities. 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
    and put a new and right spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 
    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
    and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
    and sinners will return to you. 

 

Song: (click link) Do It Again https://youtu.be/0B_lnQIITxU 

 



 
Invitation to Confession  

God shows His love for us in that,  

while we were still sinners,  

Christ died for us.  

Let us then show our love for Him  

by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

A moment of quiet reflection… 

 
Confession:  

Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided your call. 

Our love for you is like the morning cloud,  

like the dew that goes away early. 

Have mercy on us;  

deliver us from judgement;  

bind up our wounds and revive us;  

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Absolution:  

May the God of love  

bring us back to Himself,  

forgive us our sins,  

and assure us of His eternal love  

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Reading 1:  Jeremiah 31: 31 – 34 

31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 

though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 

their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one 

another, or say to each other, ‘Know the LORD’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them 

to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 Gospel:       John 12: 20 – 33 

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21 They came to 

Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ 22 Philip 

went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, ‘The 

hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 

falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Those 

who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 



life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 

Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 

Jesus Speaks about His Death 

27 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say - “Father, save me from this hour”?  No, it is for 

this reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from 

heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ 29 The crowd standing there heard it and said 

that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ 30 Jesus answered, ‘This voice has 

come for your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world 

will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ 33 He 

said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to you O Christ. 

 

Talk: (click link)  https://youtu.be/wO3abc9ukO8 

 

We say together in faith. 

 

The Creed  

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  

Hear our prayers, O Lord our God. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

 

Govern and direct your holy Church; 

fill it with love and truth; 

and grant it that unity which is your will. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

 

Give us boldness to preach the gospel in all the world, 

and to make disciples of all the nations. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

 

Enlighten Guli, Peter, John and Roger our Bishops  

and all who minister. 



Give to them knowledge and understanding, 

that by their teaching and their lives  

they may proclaim your word. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

 

Give to all of your people  

grace to hear and receive your word, 

and to bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

 

Bring into the way of truth all who have erred 

and all who are deceived; 

We pray especially for, 

our friends and neighbours,  

our relatives and colleagues…… 

Hear us, good Lord. 

 

Strengthen those who stand; 

comfort and help the faint-hearted; 

raise up the fallen; 

and finally beat down Satan under our feet. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

 

For our friends and neighbours whose lives are troubled  

by sickness and poor health,  

by stress and worry, 

We pray especially for……………………… 

Hear us, good Lord. 

 

For ourselves and for the Church, 

give us wisdom and understanding,  

courage and love, to share with those around us. 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Collect:  

Gracious Father, 

you gave up your Son out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace  

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father in heaven, 



Hallowed be your name 

Your kingdom come 

Your will be done  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread 

and forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil 

For the kingdom the power and the glory  

are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Let us pause for a moment to bring ourselves and all that we offer to God 

and give Him thanks. 

 
Song: (click link) Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me  https://youtu.be/zundjUFazfg 

 
Prayer. 
In darkness and in light, 
in trouble and in joy,  
help us, heavenly Father,  
to trust your love,  
to serve your purpose,  
and to praise your name;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Blessing:  

We go into the world to walk in God’s light, 

to rejoice in God’s love  

and to reflect god’s glory…….  

 

……and the blessing of God almighty;  

Father Son and Holy Spirit,  

be with us, and remain with us  

and all those whom we love,  

now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

As we come to the end of this service we can fellowship with each other in Spirit, with tea, coffee 

and biscuits, and continuing to pray for each other. 

Post something on the Facebook page to bless others. 


