
Sunday 20th March 2022 

Third Sunday of Lent 

 

Reading 1: 1 Corinthians 10: 1 - 13 

Gospel:        Luke 13: 1 – 9 

 

We enter into God’s presence to give Him praise. 

 

Acclamation 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

to receive glory and honour and power. 

For you have created all things, 

and by your will they have their being. 

To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

be blessing and honour and glory and might for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Grace mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

And also with you.  

 

Psalm: 63: 1 – 8 

You, God, are my God, 

    earnestly I seek you; 

I thirst for you, 

    my whole being longs for you, 

in a dry and parched land 

    where there is no water. 
2 I have seen you in the sanctuary 

    and beheld your power and your glory. 
3 Because your love is better than life, 

    my lips will glorify you. 
4 I will praise you as long as I live, 

    and in your name I will lift up my hands. 
5 I will be fully satisfied as with the richest of foods; 

    with singing lips my mouth will praise you. 
6 On my bed I remember you; 

    I think of you through the watches of the night. 
7 Because you are my help, 

    I sing in the shadow of your wings. 
8 I cling to you; 

    your right hand upholds me. 

 

Song: (click link)  Above the voices of the world around me.  https://youtu.be/70_D52Gn70s  



Invitation to Confession: 

Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God,  

though we have rebelled against Him.  

Let us then renounce our wilfulness and ask His mercy  

by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

Confession:  

Almighty God, 

long-suffering and of great goodness: 

I confess to you, 

I confess with my whole heart 

my neglect and forgetfulness of your 

commandments, 

my wrong doing, thinking, and speaking; 

the hurts I have done to others, 

and the good I have left undone. 

O God, forgive me, for I have sinned against you; 

and raise me to newness of life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Absolution:  

May the Father of all mercies  

cleanse us from our sins  

and restore us in His image 

to the praise and glory of His name,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

Blessed be the Lord 

for he has heard the voice of our prayer; 

Therefore shall our hearts dance for joy  

and in our song will we praise our God. 

 

Reading 1:  1 Corinthians 10: 1 – 13 

For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all 

under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in 

the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; 

for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was 

Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the 

wilderness. 

6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they 

did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and 

drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 8 We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them 

did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. 9 We should not test Christ, as some of 



them did—and were killed by snakes. 10 And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were 

killed by the destroying angel. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 Gospel:       Luke 13: 1 – 9 

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were 

worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But 

unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in 

Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I 

tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for 

fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three 

years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it 

down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 

8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it 

bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 

This is the gospel of the Lord.  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Talk: (click link)  https://youtu.be/NCArxfmmstQ 

Hymn:  And can it be  https://youtu.be/Tu2uA6U4Fxg  

 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
 

The Creed  

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 



the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

We pray to the Lord for courage to give up other things 

and to give ourselves to him this Lent. 

 

Give your Church the courage 

to give up her preoccupation with herself 

and to give more time to your mission in the world. 

[We pray for …] 

 

May the blood and water flowing from the side of Jesus 

bring forgiveness to your people 

and help us to face the cost of proclaiming salvation. 

Lord, meet us in the silence, 

give us strength and hear our prayer. 

 

Give your world the courage 

to give up war, bitterness and hatred, 

and to seek peace. 

[We pray for …] 

 

May the shoulders of the risen Jesus, 

once scourged by soldiers, 

bear the burden of political and military conflict in our world. 

Lord, meet us in the silence, 

give us strength and hear our prayer. 

 

Give us the courage to give up quarrels, strife and jealousy 

in our families, neighbourhoods and communities. 

[We pray for …] 

 

May the presence of the risen Jesus, 

his body once broken and now made whole, 

bring peace and direction as we live with one another. 

Lord, meet us in the silence, 

give us strength and hear our prayer. 

 

Give us the courage 

to give up our selfishness as we live for others, 

and to give time, care and comfort to the sick. 

[We pray for …] 

 

May the wounded hands of Jesus bring his healing touch, 

and the light of his presence fill their rooms. 



Lord, meet us in the silence, 

give us strength and hear our prayer. 

 

Give us the courage to give up our fear of death 

and to rejoice with those who have died in faith. 

[Especially we hold … in our minds.] 

 

May the feet of the risen Lord Jesus, once nailed to the cross, 

walk alongside the dying and bereaved in their agony, 

and walk with us and all your Church 

through death to the gate of glory. 

Lord, meet us in the silence, 

give us strength and hear our prayer, 

here and in eternity. Amen. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

 

Collect:  

Eternal God, give us insight to discern your will for us,  

to give up what harms us,  

and to seek the perfection we are promised 

in Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name 

Your kingdom come 

Your will be done  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread 

and forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil 

For the kingdom the power and the glory  

are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 
Song: (click link) Yet not I but Christ in Me https://youtu.be/zundjUFazfg  

 

Blessing:  

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,  

to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow Him…… 

 

……and the blessing of God almighty;  

Father Son and Holy Spirit,  



be with us, and remain with us  

and all those whom we love,  

now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

 

As we come to the end of this service we can fellowship with each other in Spirit, with tea, coffee 

and biscuits, and continuing to pray for each other. 

Post something on the Facebook page to bless others. 


