Morning Worship
Sunday 24" September 2023

16" Sunday after Trinity

Reading 1: Philippians 1: 21 — end Psalm: 105
Gospel: Matthew 20: 1 - 16

Opening prayer:

You are worthy, our Lord and God,

to receive glory and honour and power.

For you have created all things,

and by your will they have their being.

To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honour and glory and might for ever and ever. Amen.

Grace mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Psalm: 105: 37 — end

Then he brought Israel“ out with silver and gold,
and there was no one among their tribes who stumbled.
38 Egypt was glad when they departed,
for dread of them had fallen upon it.
39 He spread a cloud for a covering,
and fire to give light by night.
40 They asked, and he brought quails,
and gave them food from heaven in abundance.
“1He opened the rock, and water gushed out;
it flowed through the desert like a river.
42 For he remembered his holy promise,
and Abraham, his servant.

43S0 he brought his people out with joy,

his chosen ones with singing.
44 He gave them the lands of the nations,

and they took possession of the wealth of the peoples,
43 that they might keep his statutes



and observe his laws.
Praise the LORD!

Song: (click link)

Invitation to Confession:

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world

and knows our every word and deed.

Let us then open ourselves to the Lord

and confess our sins in penitence and faith.

Confession:

Almighty God,

long-suffering and of great goodness:
| confess to you,

| confess with my whole heart
my neglect and forgetfulness

of your commandments,

my wrong doing,

thinking, and speaking;

the hurts | have done to others,
and the good | have left undone.
O God, forgive me,

for | have sinned against you;
and raise me to newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Absolution:

May the Father of all mercies

cleanse us from our sins

and restore us in His image

to the praise and glory of His name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Blessed be the Lord

for he has heard the voice of our prayer;
Therefore shall our hearts dance for joy
and in our song will we praise our God.

Reading 1: Philippians 1: 21 - end

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. ?? If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour
for me; and | do not know which | prefer. 22 | am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for
you. 25 Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in faith, 26 so that | may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when |



come to you again. 2’ Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether | come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are standing
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 22 and are in no way
intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation.
And this is God’s doing. ?° For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in
Christ, but of suffering for him as well— 29 since you are having the same struggle that you saw |
had and now hear that | still have.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Matthew 20: 1 — 16

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers
for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his
vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-

place; 4and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.”
So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the

same.  And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them,
“Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7 They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He
said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then
going to the first.” ® When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual
daily wage.! 1% ow when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them
also received the usual daily wage. ' And when they received it, they grumbled against the
landowner, 12 saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who
have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them,
“Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take
what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. 1> Am | not
allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am
generous?” 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’

This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ

Talk: (click link) https://youtu.be/4AwKCUDMiyVI

Song:

Let us declare our faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity.
Jesus, light of the world,

bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations ...
Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, bread of life,

give food to the hungry ...

and nourish us all with your word.
Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, our way, our truth, our life,

be with us and all who follow you in the way ...
Deepen our appreciation of your truth

and fill us with your life.

Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep,
recover the straggler,

bind up the injured,

strengthen the sick

and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures.

Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, the resurrection and the life,

we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you ...

Raise us with them to eternal life.

Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us,

accept our prayers, and be with us always.
Amen.



Silence is kept.

Collect:

Lord of Creation, whose glory is around and within us: open our eyes to your wonders, that we
may serve you with reverence and know your peace at our lives’ end, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be your name

Your kingdom come

Your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread

and forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil

For the kingdom the power and the glory
are yours now and forever. Amen.

Let us pause for a moment to bring ourselves
and all that we offer to God
and give Him thanks.

Song: (click link)

Blessing:

May God the Father,

by whose glory

Christ was raised from the dead,

strengthen us to walk with Him in his risen life.......

...... and the blessing of God almighty;
Father Son and Holy Spirit,

be with us, and remain with us

and all those whom we love,

now and forever.

Amen.

Song: (click link)



As we come to the end of this service we can fellowship with each other in Spirit, with tea, coffee
and biscuits, and continuing to pray for each other.

Post something on the Facebook page to bless others.



