Sunday 7t May 2023
Fifth Sunday of Easter

First Reading Acts 7: 55-60
Second Reading 1Peter 2: 2-10
Gospel Reading John 14: 1-14

Let us pause for a moment to bring ourselves and all that we offer to God
and give Him thanks.

Grace mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Prayer:

Almighty God,

your Son has opened for us

a new and living way into your presence.
Give us new hearts and constant wills

to worship you in Spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Invitation to Confession:

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.

Confession:

Father eternal, giver of light and grace,
we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour,

in what we have thought,

in what we have said and done,
through ignorance, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We have wounded your love

and marred your image in us.

We are sorry and ashamed

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us, forgive us all that is past



and lead us out from darkness
to walk as children of light.
Amen.

Absolution:

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Blessed be the Lord
for he has heard the voice of our prayer;

Therefore shall our hearts dance for joy
and in our song will we praise our God.

Song: (click link)  Jesus is Lord https://youtu.be/u7Ce3njDnEo

Reading 1: Acts 7: 55 - 60

ss But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God. s‘Look,’ he said, ‘| see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God!’ s But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. = Then
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. *While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my

spirit.” ® Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he
had said this, he died.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Reading 2: 1 Peter 2:2-10

Like new-born infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation? if
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.  Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by
mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and ° like living stones, let yourselves be built into
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. ¢ For it stands in scripture: ‘See, | am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen
and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’ 7 To you then who believe,
he is precious; but for those who do not believe, ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become
the very head of the corner’, & and ‘A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them
fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do-° But you are a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim
the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. '° Once you were
not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy.



This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel: John14:1-14 Jesus the Way to the Father

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house
there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place
for you? 3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so
that where | am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where | am

going.’ ® Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the
way?’ ® Jesus said to him, ‘| am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know
him and have seen him.’ 8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be

satisfied.’ ® Jesus said to him, ‘Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? '° Do
you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do
not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. '" Believe me that | am in
the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works
themselves. 12 Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and,
in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father. 131 will do whatever you
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. ' If in my name you ask me for
anything, | will do it.

This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise be to you, O Christ.
Talk: (click link) https://youtu.be/Cy9QCgZ9xG4

Song: All My Days https://youtu.be/-pvu1PATUQQ

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.

The Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is,

seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession.
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father.

As we gather in celebration of the coronation of King Charles,

we pray that you will bless him richly in the years ahead.

Guide him and all the members of the Royal Family with your peaceable wisdom.
Faithful God,

Fill them with your hope and joy.

We pray for all who serve our local community.

May they be ambassadors of goodwill, building friendships and cooperation.
Faithful God,

Fill them with your hope and joy.

We ask your blessing on our homes and families,

on our schools, children and young people.

May our neighbourhoods be places of hospitality, peace and trust.
Faithful God,

Fill them with your hope and joy.

We pray for older people in our community, and especially the isolated and housebound, that they
may be known, honoured and cherished.

Faithful God,

Fill them with your hope and joy.

We commend to your care the sick and vulnerable, and any who despair.
May the joy of our nation’s celebration renew them in heart and mind.
Faithful God



Fill them with your hope and joy.

We pray for all who come to this place of prayer, whether in times of joy or sorrow, find it a place
of healing and hope.

Transform our lives by your grace, and as you have called us to your service, make us worthy of
our calling.

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Collect for the new sovereign:

Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness, bless our Sovereign Lord, King Charles, and all who
are in authority under him; that they may order all things in wisdom and equity, righteousness and
peace, to the honour of your name, and the good of your Church and people; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Collect of the Day

Risen Christ, your wounds declare your love for the world and the wonder of your risen life: give us
compassion and courage to risk ourselves for those we serve, to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Silence is kept.

Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be your name

Your kingdom come

Your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread

and forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil

For the kingdom the power and the glory
are yours now and forever. Amen.

Song: (click link)  You are the King of Glory https://youtu.be/6C0-dkK8cnQ

Blessing:

God grant to the living grace, to the departed rest, to the Church, the King, the Commonwealth
and all people, unity, peace and concord, and to us and all God’s servants, life everlasting;



...... and the blessing of God almighty;
Father Son and Holy Spirit,

be with us, and remain with us

and all those whom we love,

now and forever.

Amen.

Song: (click link)

Post something on the Facebook page to bless others.



