Sunday 16t May 2021
Seventh Sunday of Easter

Reading 1: Acts 1: 15-17
Gospel: John17: 6 -19

Let us pause for a moment to bring ourselves and all that we offer to God
and give Him thanks.

Proclamation:

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed, Alleluia.

Grace mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Prayer.

Almighty God,

your Son has opened for us

a new and living way into your presence.
Give us new hearts and constant wills

to worship you in Spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Psalm: 1

Happy are those
who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread,
or sit in the seat of scoffers;
2 put their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law they meditate day and night.
3They are like trees
planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither.
In all that they do, they prosper.
4 The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgement,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;



6for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

Song: (click link) By The Grace Of God https://youtu.be/iZr8218 Jg

Invitation to Confession:

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere
and true heart.

Confession:

O King enthroned on high,

filling the earth with your glory:

holy is your name,

Lord God almighty.

In our sinfulness we cry to you

to take our guilt away,

and to cleanse our lips to speak your word,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Absolution:

May the Father forgive us

by the death of his Son

and strengthen us

to live in the power of the Spirit
all our days.

Amen.

Blessed be the Lord

for he has heard the voice of our prayer;
Therefore shall our hearts dance for joy
and in our song will we praise our God.

Reading 1: Acts 1: 15-17,21 - end

151n those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one
hundred and twenty people) and said, ¢ ‘Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy
Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested
Jesus— "7 for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.’

21 S0 one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time that the Lord Jesus went in
and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from
us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.’ 22 So they proposed two,
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed and
said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen ?°to
take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own
place.’ 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven
apostles.



This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel: John 17: 6 - 19

6‘1 have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours,
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you
have given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and they
have received them and know in truth that | came from you; and they have believed that you sent
me. ° | am asking on their behalf; | am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those
whom you gave me, because they are yours. '° All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and | have
been glorified in them. " And now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may
be one, as we are one. 12While | was with them, | protected them in your name that you have
given me. | guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that
the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now | am coming to you, and | speak these things in the
world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 4| have given them your word,
and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as | do not belong to
the world. 13| am not asking you to take them out of the world, but | ask you to protect them from
the evil one. 1® They do not belong to the world, just as | do not belong to the world. 17 Sanctify
them in the truth; your word is truth. '8 As you have sent me into the world, so | have sent them
into the world. 1° And for their sakes | sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.

This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise be to you, O Christ.

Talk: (click link)  https://youtu.be/I8qyvBx6XPg

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.

The Creed

Though he was divine,

he did not cling to equality with God,

but made himself nothing.

Taking the form of a slave,

he was born in human likeness.

He humbled himself

and was obedient to death,

even the death of the cross.

Therefore God has raised him on high,

and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bow,

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession



We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity.
Jesus, light of the world,

bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations ...
Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, bread of life,

give food to the hungry ...

and nourish us all with your word.
Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, our way, our truth, our life,

be with us and all who follow you in the way ...
Deepen our appreciation of your truth

and fill us with your life.

Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep,
recover the straggler,

bind up the injured,

strengthen the sick

and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures.

Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, the resurrection and the life,

we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you ...
Raise us with them to eternal life.

Jesus, Lord of life,

in your mercy, hear us,

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers

for the sake of your only son

our saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Collect:

Risen, ascended Lord,

as we rejoice at your triumph,

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, that all who are estranged by sin may find
forgiveness and know your peace, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Silence is kept.

Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father in heaven,



Hallowed be your name

Your kingdom come

Your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread

and forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil

For the kingdom the power and the glory
are yours now and forever. Amen.

Song: (click link)  Love Won't Stop  https://youtu.be/ILoMzs0Vxk0

Blessing:

May God the Father,
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,
strengthen us to walk with Him in his risen life.......

...... and the blessing of God almighty;
Father Son and Holy Spirit,

be with us, and remain with us

and all those whom we love,

now and forever.

Amen.

As we come to the end of this service we can fellowship with each other in Spirit, with tea, coffee
and biscuits, and continuing to pray for each other.
Post something on the Facebook page to bless others.



